The  Strobe 

FITCHBURG  STATE  COLLEGE'S  NEWSPAPER 


Issue  2    Volume  XXffl 


February  23,  1994 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Staff  writer 

Professor  McKeon  spoke  be- 
fore SGA  council  members  on 
February  15  to  voice  his  opinion 
about  changes  made  in  the  alcohol 
policy  that  he  feels  are  reasonable 
and  necessary. 

The  current  policy  is  that  any 
resident  who  is  21  years  or  older 
may  possess  the  following  limits  of 
alcohol  (empty,  full,  or  otherwise): 
one  four  pack  of  wine  coolers  or 
one  six  pack  of  twelve  ounce  beers 
or  one  pint  of  hard  liquor  orone  liter 
of  wine.  According  to  McKeon, 
"Individuals  who  are  21  years  or 
older  should  not  be  subject  to  such 
repressive  and  restrictive  rules.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  legality,  but  rea- 
sonable rules  governing  behavior. 
Their  rights  should  be  no  less  than 
their  own.  To  say  otherwise  sends 
the  wrong  message  to  our  stu- 
dents." 

McKeon  also  argued  about  the 
second  part  of  the  policy  in  the 
handbook  which  states:  "The  use  of 
alcohol  related  paraphernalia  such 
as  alcohol  containers,  parts  of  con- 


tainers or  boxes  as  artobjects  is  also 
prohibited , .  .common  sources  of 
alcohol  such  as  beer  kegs,  cases, 
and  punch  bowls  or  any  amount  of 
alcohol . .  .notify  parents  of  viola- 
tions of  the  alcohol  policy  and  the 
sanctions  above."  McKeon  feels  it 
is  the  individual's  choice  to  hang  a 
sign  or  a  poster,  even  if  it  does 
promote  drinking. 

McKeon's  proposal  suggested 
the  deletion  of  the  above  limits  and 
sanctions.  His  main  question  was, 
"What  are  you  all  scared  of?" 

He  stated  that  a  person  of  18  is 
an  adult  They  can  vote,  get  mar- 
ried, and  drive.  Personally  he  feels 
a  person  of  18  should  be  able  to 
drink,  however,  he  cannot  change 
government  law. 

Discussion  erupted  and  many 
people  spoke  against  McKeon's 
proposals.  Ann  Coyne,  from  Stu- 
dent Affairs,  feels  that  the  lim  its  set 
by  the  college  are  reasonable  and 
responsible.  According  to  Coyne, 
"the  limits  are  allowing  for  one 
drink  per  hour,  which  is  a  healthy 
and  reasonable  amount" 

Christine  Corsello  from  Resi- 
dence Life  said  that  the  guidelines 


are  to  help  insure  that  the  students 
can  act  and  deal  with  each  other 
appropriately. 

Townhouse  RA  Ed  Puliafico 
feels  that  the  lifting  of  the  policy 
wouldhinderthejoboftheRA's  in 
the  residence  halls.  Parties  would 
be  uncontrollable  and  the  staff 
would  be  unable  to  break  them  up. 
Researching  other  state 
college's  alcohol  policies, 
Puliafico  found  that  North  Adams 
State  College  allows  students,  21 
and  older,  to  bring  a  case  of  beer  a 
day  into  the  residence  halls.  Many 
other  colleges  have  "dry  dorms"  for 
freshmen  students. 

Sue  Edgerly,  an  RA  on  campus, 
said  that  the  removal  of  this  policy 
would  be  asking  for  more  trouble. 
Since  the  college  only  has  one  po- 
lice cruiser  on  campus,  and  two 
officers  each  shift,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  keep  the  peace  and 
maintainagood  study  environment 
for  others. 

With  these  limits,  McKeon  says 
that  there  is  "no  freedom  of  speech 
at  all."  His  intent  is  not  to  promote 
excessive  drinking  on  campus, 
rather  to  give  students  21  and  over 


Professor   McKeon 

their  rights  as  adults. 

Through  heavy  discussion  and 
debate,  the  SGA  council  decided 
that  the  proposal  should  be  recon- 
sidered and  perhaps  broken  up  into 
two  parts.  However,  a  general 
interest  vote  was  taken.  Broken 
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down  in  parts,  the  majority  were 
opposed  to  the  deletion  of  the  limi- 
tations, but  most  felt  that  the  parent 
notification  should  be  deleted. 
Theproposalasa  wholeresulted  in: 
4  in  favor  of  deletion,  9  opposed, 
and  2  abstained. 


SGA  president  fills  SOC  position 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

Two  students  from  Greek  orga- 
nizations were  appointed  to  the  Stu- 
dent Organizations  Committee 
(SOC)  by  SGA  president  Linda 
Peare.  The  appointments  come  just 
before  the  SOC  will  review  a  Stu- 
dent Interest  Group  seeking  to  be 
approved  as  a  new  sorority  on  cam- 
pus, Tri  Sigma. 

Justine  Armstrong,  an 
Adelphian,  and  Hue  Tieu,  Esoteric 
Society  presidentnowholdseatson 
the  committee  which  will  recom- 
mend to  vice-president  of  Student 
Affairs  Dr.  Charles  Ratto  in  favor  of 
or  against  the  approval  of  the 
group's  recognition  on  campus. 


Peare,  a  Neasylon,  said  that  she 
was  aware  that  SOC  would  be 
reviewing  the  application  of  the 
Interest  Group  seeking  to  become 
recognized  as  TriSigmabeforeshe 
made  the  appointment  of  the  two 
Greek  students. 

At  a  meeting  on  February  15, 
Peare  told  SGA  council  that  she 
had  placed  two  people  on  SOC. 
Concerned  council  members  said 
that  they  were  told  of  only  one 
position  opening  on  SOC.  The 
second  position  was  not  an- 
nounced to  council. 

Peare  has  the  power  to  appoint 
someone  to  most  committees  on 
campus  with  the  exception  of  a 
few.  Peare  refused  to  reveal  who 
the  students  were  that  she  had  ap- 


pointed to  the  SOC.  Sigma  Pi 
member  and  SGA  Treasurer  Matt 
Deveau  said  that  it  should  not  mat- 
ter to  council  whether  or  not  the 
people  appointed  to  the  committee 
were  Greek. 

Through  Motion  28,  council 
considered  changing  the  rule  that, 
gives  the  SGA  president  absolute; 
power  of  appointment  to  SOC. 
The  motion  read,  "Seats  to  be  ap- 
proved on  SOC  will  be  approved 
by  council." 

Jean-Pierre  Puchulu,  SGA 
vice-president,  said  that  he. 
thought  that  for  Peare's  own  sake. 
she  should  be  in  support  of  the. 
motion  to  remove  the  president's 
power  of  appointment  to  SOC  so 
that  she  could  not  be  accused  of 


being  biased  in  her  decision  mak- 
ing. 

Those  in  favor  of  the  motion 
said  that  the  council  should  take 
time  to  approve  people  to  a  com- 
mittee as  important  as  the  SOC. 
They  felt  that  approving  each  per- 
son would  not  be  a  long  process. 
Later  that  evening,  it  took  council 
approximately  ten  minutes  to  ap- 
prove Puchulu  as  SGA  vice-presi- 
dent Ed  Puliafico  said  that  he  felt 
that  the  council  should  approve  the 
positions  in  order  to  have  a  system 
of  checks  and  balances. 

Motion  28  was  withdrawn  after 
debate  because  its  passage  would 
be  in  conflict  with  the  SGA  by- 
laws. 

The  New  Sorority  Student  In- 


terest Group  Application  for  Rec- 
ognition asa  Student  Organization 
was  due  in  Friday  along  with  a 
constitution.  Once  the  appropriate 
paperwork  is  filed,  SOC  can  begin 
reviewing  the  group. 

According  to  Ann  Coyne,  asso- 
ciate vice-president  of  Student  Af- 
fairs, as  long  as  the  groups'  goals 
and  mission  are  in  line  with  the 
goals  and  mission  of  the  college, 
even  a  negative  review  from  the 
committee  doesn't  have  much 
clout  Since  the  college  does  not 
have  a  Greek  Expansion  Policy, 
there  is  no  determining  factor,  as  of 
now,  to  how  many  fraternities  and 
sororities  are  recognized  on  cam- 
pus. The  decision  to  approve  the 
group  is  left  with  Dr.  Ratto. 
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New  SGA  vice  president  takes  office 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Staff  writer 

Creating  a  predominately 
Greek  executive  council,  the 
members  of  SGA  elected  Sigma 
Pi  president  Jean-Pierre  Puchulu 
toholdtheofficeof  vice-president 
at  the  meeting  on  February  15. 

Nominations  for  the  position 
of  vice-president  were  open  to 
SGA  council  members  for  two 
weeks  prior  to  this  election.  A 


candidate  from  council  needed  to 
have  one  semester  of  SGA  expe- 
rience in  order  to  be  considered 
for  the  position.  Since  there  was 
no  interest  from  within  the  coun- 
cil, the  nominations  were  open  to 
the  whole  student  body. 

Ed  Puliafico,  a  Sigma  Pi  mem- 
ber and  SGA  Director  of  Public 
Information,  nominated  Puchulu 
for  the  position.  Having  no  prior 
experience  with  SGA  and  its  pro- 


cedures, Puchulu  was  asked  by 
one  council  member  if  he  was 
familiar  with  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure. He  said  he  was  knowl- 
edgeable about  parliamentary 
procedure  because  S  igma  Pi  oper- 
ates its  meetings  under  it 

Gerson  Colon,  assistant  SGA 
treasurer,  asked  to  table  this  nomi- 
nation untilFriday  so  thataproper 
checkof  academic  standing  could 
be  compared  with  SGA  require- 


Jean-Pierre  Puchulu 
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Dr.  Chou 


Restraining  orders  prevent 
more  violence 


byKrisRuberti 
Strobe  staff 


Violent  crimes  on  college 
campuses  seem  to  be  a  problem 
everywhere,  but  not  at  Fitchburg 
statecollege.  Infact,"we'vebeen 
lucky  we  haven't  had  any  down- 
right killing,"  said  officer  Karen 
Green  of  the  FSC  Public  Safety 
Department 

Green  ,who  deals  with  the  re- 
straining orders,  recently  took 
time  out  to  explain  them.  Right 
now  at  FSC,  Public  Safety  has 
two  valid  restraining  orders  on 
file.  In  order  to  receive  a  restrain- 
ing order,  the  victim  must  fill  out 
what  is  called  an  Abuse  Preven- 
tion Order  Applicationalong  with 
a  statement  containing  informa- 
tion concerning  what  happened, 
the  time,  the  date,  name  of  the 


person(s),  reasons  why,  and  "I 
want  it  stopped." 

The  victim  is  then  given  a  no- 
tification of  rights  called  a  Chap- 
ter 209A.  The  notification  comes 
in  many  languages  and  the  person 
is  made  aware  of  the  rights  before 
they  sign  anything. 

When  a  person  receives  a  re- 
straining order  taken  against 
them.theyareservedthepapersin 
person  and  must  sign  for  them. 
The  signed  letter  returns  to  the 
Public  Safety  office  and  is  posted. 
"Each  time  we've  had  a  restrain- 
ing order,  we're  told  to  make  our- 
selves familiar  with  the  defendant 
but  also  the  victim,"  said  Green. 
"We  try  to  make  ourselves  famil- 
iar with  both  parties  and  where 
they  live." 

Most  of  the  harassment  com- 
plaints have  to  do  with  prank  and 
threatening  calls  that  become  a 


nuisance  to  someone.  The  com- 
plaints come  from  male  victims  as 
well  as  female  victims.  Accord- 
ing to  Green  the  calls  run  about  60 
percent  from  women  and  40  per- 
cent from  men. 

People  who  are  listed  on  the 
trespass  list  and  people  who  are 
restricted  from  certain  places  on 
campus  are  taken  very  seriously. 
"We're  smaller  than  UMass  so  we 
can  keep  a  better  tab  on  these 
things  because  of  our  size,"  said 
Green. 

FSC  is  not  familiar  with  ex- 
treme cases  of  violence  among 
students  or  violent  relationships. 
"Wehave  never  had  any  cases  that 
are  extremely  violent,"  said 
Green.  "Wetry  likecrazynottolet 
things  like  this  slip  through  the 
cracks.  It's  just  too  important  to 
us." 


FSC  receives  donation 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Staff  writer 

Dr.  Charles  Hetzel  received  a 
generous  donation  of  638  books 
and  reference  materials  totaling 
$4,999.40  from  Norman 
LaPalme,  the  principal  of 
Peterborough  Middle  School  in 
New  Hampshire.  According  to 
Hetzel,"thisdonationgrewoutof 


our  relationship  with  him." 

After  32  years  of  teaching, 
LaPalme  is  retiring  from  the  edu- 
cation field.  He  plans  to  travel 
with  his  wife  and  saw  no  use  to 
hold  the  collection.  After  a  seven 
year  friendship  with  Dr.  Hetzel 
and  the  school,  he  decided  the 
books  would  benefit  both  the  stu- 
dents and  professors  at  FSC. 
Covering  a  wide  range  of  in- 


terests, the  books  would  seem  ap- 
propriate for  professors  of  educa- 
tion and  their  students,  however, 
they  are  accessible  to  anyone. 
There  are  books  from  all  subjects 
as  well  as  some  on  teaching  ap- 
proaches. Thecollection  willbean 
addition  to  the  Fitchburg  State 
McKay  Teacher  Education  Cen- 
ter Library  and  will  be  cataloged 
into  the  system. 


ments.  Puliafico  argued  that  this 
procedure  had  never  been  done 
before  and  that  it  should  not  start 
now.  Tabling  of  this  nomination 
was  voted  down  and  the  council 
proceeded  to  vote.resultingin  the 
acceptance  of  Puchulu  to  the  po- 
sition. 

Puchulu  immediately  took  his 
seat  at  the  executive  board  table. 
As  part  of  his  duties  as  the  SGA 
vice-president,  he  now  serves  as 


the  president  of  Club  Council. 

A  third  advisor  was  proposed 
and  accepted  at  the  meeting.  Dr. 
Feng  Chou  from  Political  Sci- 
ence was  unanimously  voted  in. 
Chou  also  serves  on  the  All  Col- 
lege Committee  on  campus. 
Throughout  the  meeting  she 
demonstrated  her  experience  as 
she  maintained  government 
quality  and  procedure  when  dis- 
order arose  in  discussion. 
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Women's  History 

FSC  Press  Release 

Fitchburg  State  College  will  celebrate  Women's  History  Month 
in  March  with  a  series  of  exhibits,  seminars,  films,  and  perfor- 
mances. 

All  events  are  open  to  the  public  and  free  of  charge. 
On  view  throughout  the  month  of  March  will  be  Women's 
history  month  posters  and  two  photo  exhibits  by  Fitchburg  State 
studentPatriciaLucyDepew:  "KnowOrdinary  Women"  and"With 
Incest  Eyes."  An  exhibit  on  "A  Time  Line  of  U.S.  Women's 
History"  will  be  on  display  in  Miller  Hall. 

Here's  the  line  up  of  events: 
March  1-  Alvin  Ailey  Repertory  Ensemble,  8  pm,  Weston 
Auditorium. 

March  2-  Speaker  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  of  Harvard  School  of 
Public  Health,  "Preventing  Violence  in  Adolescents,"  8  pm,  Kent 
Recital  Hall. 

March  3-  A  Women's  History  Month  Abolitionist  Tea,  3 :30  pm, 
Miller  Oval  Room. 

March  8-  Kathryn  Kish  Sklar  of  SUNY  at  Binghamton,  "Lillian 
Wald  and  the  Henry  Street  Settlement  House,"  8  pm,  Kent  Recital 
Hall. 

March  9-  Deborah  Gray  White  of  Rutgers  University,  'The 
Public  vs.  the  Private:  The  livesof  Black  Women,  1896-1930,"  3:30 
pm,  Kent  Recital  Hall.  A  reception  will  follow. 

March  10-  Princess  Winona,  "Growing  Up  Native  American  in 
a  White  World,"  1 :30  pm,  Miller  Oval  Room. 

March  22-  Reception  for  Women's  History  Month  Essay-Prize 
Winners,  3:30  pm,  Miller  Oval  Room. 

March  24-  Susan  Wadsworth  of  the  college's  Humanities  De- 
partment, "Contemporary  Women  Artists:  Empowerment  through 
Visual  Form,"  1:30  pm,  Kent  Recital  Hall. 

March  29-  Jane  Nylander,  director  of  the  Society  for  the  Preser- 
vation of  New  England  Antiquities,  "Our  Own  Snug  Fireside: 
frnagesof  theNewEnglandHome,  1760-1860," 1  pm.KentRecital 
Hall. 

March  30-  Opening  Reception  for  Leslie  MacPhail's  Watercol- 
ors,  3:30  pm,  Campus  Center  Art  Gallery. 


The  Economics  of  the  Citibank 

Classic  Visa  card.  How  no  annual  fee,  student  discounts 

and  Price  Protection  create  upward  growth.  A  variety  of  factors  have  been  suggested  as 
contributing  to  the  economic  growth  of  students,  including  (1)  more  lottery  winners  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  22,  (2)  a  37%  increase  on  earnings  from  bottle  and  can  returns,  (3)  more  students  doubling 
earnings  in  the  lightning  round  of  game  shows,  and  (4)  the  Citibank  Classic  Visa®  card.  It's  this  last  one, 
however,  that  affects  most  students.  H  The  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card  offers  immediate  savings  to 
student  cardmembers.  \bu  can  now  receive  the  Citibank  Classic  card  with  No  Annual  Fee.  \bu  can 

capitalize  on  a  $20  Airfare  Discount  for  domestic  flights,'  a 
low  variable  interest  rate  of  15.4%,2  as  well  as  savings  on  mail 
order  purchases,  sports  equipment,  music  and  magazines. 
One  might  even  have  enough  savings  to  reinvest  in  a  CD  or 
two  (the  musical  kind,  of  course).  H  On  the  way  to  the  record 
«SSSSK*L     store,  or  any  store  for  that  matter,  take  stock  of  the  3  services 

deal  on  war  supplies.  If  he  used  a  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card,  he  would 
have  been  assured  ofeeittrtg  the  best  price  and  probably  would  have  been  j  vi  1  J  j.1  p-.-i  i      y-,t 

happier.  (Ants*  rendering  of  how  he  would  have  appeared  on, he  dollar.)        COnCCITied   With    purchases    made    On    the    Citibank   ClaSSIC 

card.  Citibank  Price  Protection  assures  one  of  the  best  prices.  See  the  same  item  advertised  in  print 
for  less,  within  60  days,  and  Citibank  will  refund  the  difference  up  to  $150?  Buyers  Security ™  can  cover 
these  investments  against  accidental  damage,  fire  or  theft  (ordinarily  causes  for  Great  Depressions)  for 
90  days  from  the  date  of  purchase?  And  Citibank  Lifetime  Warranty""  can  extend  the  warranty  for  the 
expected  service  life  of  eligible  products  up  to  12  years?  H  But  perhaps  the  features  which  offer  the  best 
protection  are  your  eyes,  your  nose,  your  mouth,  etc.— all  featured  on  The  Photocard,  the  credit 
card  with  your  photo  on  it.  Carrying  it  can  help  prevent  fraud  or  any  hostile  takeover  of  your  card. 
(Insiders  speculate  that  it  makes  quite  a  good  student  ID,  too.)  Even  if  one's  card  is  stolen,  or  perhaps 
lost,  The  Lost  Wallet™  Service  can  replace  your  card  usually  within  24  hours.  M  So  never  panic.  As  we 
all  know,  panic,  such  as  in  the  Great  Panics  of  1837, 1857  and  1929  can  cause  a  downswing  in  a  market. 
But  with  24 -hour  Customer  Service,  there's  no  reason  for  it.  A  question  about  your  account  is  only  an 
800  number  away.  (Panic  of  the  sort  experienced  the  night  before  Finals  is  something  else 
again.)  H  Needless  to  say,  building  a  credit  history  with  the  support  of  such  services  can  only  be  a  boost. 
\bu're  investing  in  futures— that  future  house,  that  future  car,  etc.  And  knowing  the  Citibank  Classic 
Visa  card  is  there  in  your  wallet  should  presently  give  you  a  sense  of  security,  rare  in  today's— how 
shall  we  say?— fickle  market.  H  To  apply,  call.  Students  don't  need  a  job  or  a  cosigner.  And  call 
if  you'd  simply  like  your  photo  added  to  your  regular  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card.  Here's  the 
number:  1-800 -CITIBANK,  extension  19. 
(1-800-248-4226).  1  The  Law  of  Student 
Supply  and  Demand  states,  "If  a  credit  card 
satisfies  more  of  a  student's  unlimited  wants 
and  needs,  while  reducing  the  Risk  Factor 
in  respect  to  limited  and  often  scarce 
resources— with  the  greatest  supply  of  services 
and  savings  possible— then  students  will  demand 
said  credit  card."  So,  demand  away— call. 


MM  miun 


11 


Monarch  Notes®  Version: 

The  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card  will 
be  there  for  you  with  no  annual  fee, 
a  low  rate  and  special  student  discounts 
...so  your  own  economy  will  be  more 
like  a  boom  than  a  bust.  Call  1-800- 
CITIBANK,ext.  19  (1-800-248-4226). 


Not  just  Visa.  Citibank  Visa. 


'Offer  expires  6/30/94.  Minimum  ticket  purchase  price  is  $100.  Rebates  are  for  Citibank  student  cardmembers  on  tickets  issued  by  ISE  Flights  only. 
:The  Annual  Percentage  Rate  for  purchases  is  15.4%  as  of  12/93  and  may  vary  quarterly.  The  Annual  Percentage  Rate  for  cash  advances  is  19.8%.  If 
a  finance  charge  is  imposed,  the  minimum  is  50  cents.  There  is  an  additional  finance  charge  for  each  cash  advance  transaction  equal  to  2%  of  the 
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Career  Services  gives  students  a  jump  on  life 


by  Diane  Devitt 
Strobe  staff 


"Do  you  know  what  Career 
Services  is?" 

"Can't  say  that  I  do." 

"Do  you  know  where  Career 
Services  is?" 

"Can't  say  that  I  do." 
I  posed  these  questions  to 
Kevin.ajunioreconomicsmajor. 
His  answers  made  me  realize  that 
not  enough  people  are  aware  of 
what  theCareer  Service  Center  is 
and  what  it  can  do  for  them. 

Michele  Vitti-Lawton,  one  of 
two  available  counselors,  met 
with  me  and  explained  that  the 
service  center  is  not  a  placement 
agency.  Instead,  the  people  there 
"help  plan  careers." 

You  must  be  wondering  how 
they  do  that  Vitti-Lawton  ex- 
plained the  ways  they  can  help. 
Students  could  try  the 
externship  program  which  al- 
lows them  to  visit  with  alumni 
who  are  presently  working  in  the 
students  area  of  study.  These 
visits  can  last  from  one  to  three 
days. 

Placements  occur  over  Janu- 


ary and  Spring  breaks  (there's  still 
timetogetoneinforour  upcoming 
break).  They  allow  for  explora- 
tion, observation  and  a  feel  for  the 
work  environment 

There  is  also  an  Internship  pro- 
gram available.  This  carries  aca- 
demic credit,  but  it  involves  forty 
hours  of  on-the-job  training. 

These  programs  are  not  just  for 
seniors.  In  fact,  Vitti-Lawton 
wished  that"sophomoresandjun- 
iors  would  come  in  and  get  a  head 
start,"  with  regard  to  putting  the 
center  to  use.  "Externships  are 
perfect  for  sophomores,"  accord- 
ing to  Vitti-Lawton,  because  they 
can  do  more  than  one. 

Both  programs  look  great  on  a 
resume.  You  don't  know  how  to 
write  a  resume?  Vitti-Lawton  in- 
formed me  that  there  are  work- 
shops approximately  fifteen  times 
a  year.  These  vary  from  mock 
interviews  to  applying  to  grad 
school  to  writing  a  resume.  These 
workshops  help  to  educate,  direct 
and  sometimes  recruit  a  student 
for  a  job. 

If  you  can't  attend  a  workshop, 
try  visiting  the  Career  Service 
Center  located  on  the  third  floor  of 
Hammond.    Drop-in  hours  are 


1:30-3:00  Monday  through  Fri- 
day and  the  resource  library  is 
open  from  8:30-5:00  and  Mon- 
days until  7:00.  Vitti-Lawton 
pointout  hundreds  of  books  in  the 
library  which  hold  potential  jobs 
and  hints  as  to  where  to  look  for 
jobs.  Recent  job  listings,  software 
programs,  videos,  magazines,  and 
newspapers  are  just  some  of  the 
materials  awaiting  your  disposal. 

If  you  don't  know  where  to 
begin,  call  and  make  an  appoint- 
ment with  either  Vitti-Lawton  or 
Doug  Sherman,  the  center's  coor- 
dinator. 

Make  use  of  the  center  now  so 
you  won' t  have  to  come  back  in  a 
few  years  for  help.  Youcandothat 
by  the  way.  Graduates  unable  to 
find  jobs  can  retreat  back  to  the 
center  for  guidance.  This  includes 
graduates  who  are  already  in  the 
work  force  but  are  interested  in 
changing  fields. 

You  are  now  aware  of  the 
center's  services.  Workshops, 
Internships,  Externships,  re- 
source library  andeven  have  pizza 
panels.  Get  up  there  and  check  it 
out  Vitti-Lawton  reminded  me 
that  "Career  Services  is  for  life." 


Michele  Vitti-Lawton 


photo  by  Eric  Metzner 


Health  Services  provides  a  healthy  choice 


Health  Services  provides  personal  service. 


photo  by  Eric  Metzner 


MarySperazzo 
Staff  Writer 

Upon  entering  the  waiting 
room  you  will  find  a  coffee  table 
and  chairs  with  various  literature, 
a  canister  of  condoms,  a  bin  of 
cough  drops  and  patient  informa- 
tion. Itisacomfortable,  confiden- 
tial office  with  an  environment 
equipped  to  care  for  college  stu- 
dents. 

Jacqueline  Redlin,  director  of 
Health  Services,  said  they  usually 
have  ample  supplies  to  get  them 
through  the  school  year.  "Occa- 
sionally we  run  short  on  cough- 
drops  or  cold  tablets,  but  not  usu- 
ally," said  Redlin. 

When  students  get  sick  and 
need  a  little  help  or  advice  in  order 
to  nurse  themselves  back  to 
health,  the  Health  Service  Office 
is  most  likely  where  they  would 
go.  Located  in  the  Anthony  Build- 
ing, the  office  is  directed  by 
Jacqueline  Redlin,  MS,  RNC 
Adult      nurse      practitioner. 


Jacqueline  has  been  the  director 
for  two  and  a  half  years. 

When  asked  how  the  flu  sea- 
son this  year  wascompared  to  last 
year,  Jackie  replied,  "Quitea  sub- 
stantial drop  in  cases  we've 
treated  this  year  compared  to  this 
time  last  year."  According  to 
Redlin,  last  year  they  experi- 
enced a  lead  strain  of  the  flu, 
lining  students  up  in  the  hall  to  get 
checked  out 

Usually  the  Health  Services 
Office  is  visited  as  many  times  as 
there  are  students  at  FSC.  Not 
necessarily  every  student  visits, 
but  some  may  go  in  more  than 
once  making  up  the  difference. 

Health  Services  provides  for 
basic  illnesses  such  as  viruses, 
colds,  streps,  flu,  allergies, 
sprained  muscles  and  urinary 
tract  infections.  A  versatile  sup- 
ply of  antihistamines,  deconges- 
tants, cough  syrup  and  over-the- 
counter  products  are  available  to 
keep  students  comfortable  dur- 
ing abrief  illness.  Arrangements 


have  also  been  worked  out  with 
Walgreen's  Pharmacy  to  deliver 
prescriptions  to  the  school  for  stu- 
dents who  need  them.  Equipment 
such  as  heating  pads,  vaporizers, 
crutches,  slings  and  ice  packs  may 
beborrowed from  the  healthoffice 
free  of  charge. 

The  office  also  participates  in 
annual  events  such  as  AIDS 
Awareness  in  October,  The  Great 
American  Smokeout  in  Novem- 
ber and  drug  abuse  workshops. 

Every  November  flu  shots  are 
givenat  the  Health  Services  Office 
for  a  fee  of  $5 .  This  past  year,  230 
students  received  the  vaccine. 

The  office  hours  are  Monday 
through  Thursday,  8:00-6:00  p.m. 
and  Friday  8:004:00  p.m.  For  an 
emergency  after  hours,  students 
may  call  Public  Safety  and  they 
will  transport  them  to  an  emer- 
gency room  locally.  Dr.  Carl 
Johnson  is  available  to  seepatients 
on  campus  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Friday  in  the  morning ,  by  appoint- 
ment only. 


Earn  $500  -  $1000  weekly  stuffing 
envelopes.  For  details -RUSH  $1.00 
withSASEto: 


GROUP  FIVE 

57  Greentree  Drive,  Suite  307 

Dover  DE 19901 
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Racism  workshop  breaks  the  silence 


by  Mary  Falcone 
Strobe  staff 


During  African  American 
History  Month ,  theFSC  commu- 
nity sponsors  many  programs 
dealing  with  multicultural  issues. 
John  Gray  conducted  a  Racism 
Workshop  and  Lecture  in  the 
Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall  on  Feb- 
ruary 15  in  hopes  of  developing 
beneficial  strategies  to  deal  with 
racism. 

This  lecture  was  nota  lesson  in 
political  correctness.  "In  my 
thinking,political  correctness  isa 
negative  term,"  said  Gray.  In- 
stead,he hopes  to raiseawareness 
of  what  racism  is,  and  assist 
people  in  developing  strategies  to 
combat  racial  problems  effec- 
tively. 

"I  work  with  the  issues  of  di- 
versity and  how  we  can  all  benefit 


from  the  issues  surrounding  it," 
said  Gray. 

Gray  did  not  make  his  presen- 
tation by  utilizing  the  typical  lec- 
ture format.  Instead  he  presented 
himself  to  the  audience  as  a  bigot, 
and  proceeded  to  make  deroga- 
tory comments  about  many  of  the 
audience  members.  He  made 
constant  negative  references  to 
race  or  religious  denominations. 
Eventually,  this  developed  into  a 
discussion  of  feelings  and  atti- 
tudes that  are  prevalent  in  today's 
society. 

"If  there  is  one  learning  that  I 
hope  we  leave  with  today,  it  is  that 
we  break  our  silence,"  said  Gray. 
This  goal  was  acliieved  as  mo- 
ments of  silence  were  few  and  far 
between  during  Gray's  120 
minute  presentation. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Gray  is  an 
advocate  of  arguments  or  vio- 
lence. "Whenever  you  come  to 


workshops  or  lectures  don 't  waste 
your  time  with  arguments,"  said 
Gray.  "Wewanttostateourpoint 
of  view,  and  have  people  accept  it 
If  tempers  are  running  high  this 
can't  be  done." 

Student  reactions  were  basi- 
cally mixed.  "The  awareness 
level  was  raised,"  said  junior 
Michael  Domina,  "but  nothing 
truly  was  solved" 

Gray's  presentation  evoked 
many  different  feelings  among  his 
audience.  "While  he  was  going 
through  his  psychodrama  I  felt 
really  offended  and  angry,"  said 
junior  Pat  Nowak,  "because  there 
are  a  lot  of  people  who  have  these 
views." 

However,  Gray  does  not  pro- 
fess to  know  everything.  'People 
should  continuously  develop 
strategies  to  deal  with  conflict," 
said  Gray. 


Med  Tech  program 
provides  career  options 


by  Randy  Miner 
Contributing  writer 

The  Medical  Technology  program  is  a  fairly  new  concept  here  at  Fitchburg  State  College.  It  offers 
"an  intense  training,  which  will  help  in  the  future  in  clinical  laboratories"  said  Dr.  Wanda  Roguski, 
the  director  of  medical  technology. 

With  only  seven  seniors  graduating  this  year  and  only  approximately  forty  five  to  fifty  students 
enrolled  in  the  program,  it  creates  a  need  for  medical  technologists  in  our  society  today. 

"The  amount  of  testing  in  hospitals,  clinics  and  physician  offices  has  increased."  said  Roguski.  This 
integrated  program  consists  of  clinical  laboratory  courses  beginning  in  freshman  year,  advancing 
throughout  the  four  years  until  a  seven  week  internship  during  senior  year.  The  internships  take  place 
at  various  hospitals,  HMO's  and  clinics. 

Medical  technology  is  for  those  people  who  like  to  do  analytical  testing,  instead  of  working  direcdy 
with  patients.  Roguski  adds  that  "You  must  want  to  want  to  do  this  type  of  work." 

Graduating  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  medical  technology  has  a  lot  of  benefits.  The  work 
environment  varies  from  hospitals  and  research  to  sales  and  education.  There  are  opportunities  for 
advancement  The  average  starting  salary  is  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

The  only  missing  link  from  the  Medical  Technology  program  is  a  club.  "It  is  still  available  but  it's 
a  student  related  function."  Roguski  said.  "The  students  need  to  operate  it  and  come  to  the  meetings." 
Hopefully  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  club  will  be  back  in  action. 


FSCstudent 
wins  scholarship 


by  Greg  Masse 
Staff  writer 


Arismendy  Ramos,  a  Fitchburg  State  freshman,  is  a  good  example  of 
a  kid  turning  his  life  around  Last  week  Ramos  won  third  place  in  the 
Townsend  Press  Scholarship  writing  contest  His  scholarship  prize  is 
$500. 

His  paper  is  called  'Taking  Charge  of  My  Life."  It  tells  of  the 
adjustment  period  that  he  went  through  after  moving  here  from  the 
Dominican  Republic.  He  began  to  hang  around  with  the  wrong  crowd. 
Finally  Ramos  ended  by  writing  about  how  people  supported  him  and 
helped  him  gain  control  of  his  life  by  going  back  to  school  and  being 
responsible. 

"A  lot  of  times  if  you  don't  do  well  in  school  society  will  think  of  you 
as  useless."  saidRamos.  "If  you  get  a  second  chance,  don't  waste  it.  Do 
the  best  you  can  with  it" 

Ramos  was  accepted  at  FSC  through  the  ACCESS  program,  which 
provides  all  students  with  support  and  minorities  with  academic  motiva- 
tion access  to  higher  education. 

"I  think  thateveryone  that  is  part  of  the  ACCESS  program  should  feel 
special."  said  Ramos.  "Thanks  to  the  program  a  lot  of  us  have  a  second 
chance,  so  don't  waste  it  because  it's  a  one-shot  deal." 

Ramos's  family  is  proud  of  him  for  the  changes  he  has  made  in  his  life, 
and  for  the  fact  that  he  is  now  attending  college. 


Winter  camping:  a  cold  cure  for  cabin  fever 


by  Greg  Masse 
Staff  writer 


Winter  camping.  It  may  not  be 
foreveryone,butforsomepeople 
there's  nothing  better  than  going 
out  in  the  bone  chilling  cold  to 
sleep  under  the  stars. 

One  reason  people  like  itis  that 
itgetsyououtdoorsforacoupleof 
days  which  is  a  good  cure  for 
cabin  fever.  Anotherreasonisthe 
exercise  you  get  by  hiking  and 
gathering  wood. 


The  one  thing  you  must  realize 
before  going  on  a  snowy  adven- 
ture such  as  this  is  that  preparation 
is  involved  Before  I  go  into  these 
preparations  there  are  a  couple  of 
things  to  avoid.  Don't  even  think 
about  bringing  cotton  with  you! 
Cotton  is  the  worst  material  to 
wear  in  the  cold  It  traps  moisture 
in  like  a  sponge  and  then  freezes. 
This  in  turn  chills  the  skin  and  can 
lead  to  hypothermia  and  frostbite. 

Secondly,  avoid  drinking  alco- 
hol in  large  amounts.  I  don't  say 
this  because  I'm  a  teetotaler.  I  say 


this  because  thealcohol  sends  heat 
right  out  of  your  body  through  the 
skin's  surface.  Thisiswhyyouget 
that  warm  feeling  after  a  few 
drinks.  Although  it  feels  as  if  you 
are  warming  up  the  body's  tem- 
perature it  is  actually  decreasing 
the  temperature.  Also,  if  you  pass 
out,  you  could  easily  freeze  to 
death. 

Now  that  we  have  that  straight, 
here  are  a  few  things  that  you 
should  do.  When  planning  your 
meals,  aim  for  about  4,000  calo- 
riesaday.  Thisistwiceasmuchas 


in  a  normal  diet  but  your  body 
will  need  it  to  stay  warm. 

Drink  plenty  of  water,  as  dehy- 
dration can  be  very  serious  when 
you  are  far  from  civilization. 
Wear  clothes  that  are  made  of 
polypropylene,  synthetic  fleece, 
andgore-tex.  Thesekeeptheheat 
in  and  they  won't  soak  up  mois- 
ture like  cotton. 

Be  sure  to  wear  a  hat,  because 
most  of  your  body's  heat  is  lost 
through  the  head  your  body's 
prime  concern  is  keeping  your 
brain  warm.  This  helps  to  keep 


warmth  flowing  to  the  hands  and 
feet  as  well. 

As  far  as  where  exactly  to  go  it 
would  be  wise  to  contact  some- 
one who  knows  thearea  in  which 
you  are  going  so  that  you  can  find 
out  about  natural  dangers  such  as 
avalanches  or  wild  animals. 

These  are  just  a  few  tips  to  get 
youstarted.  Soifyoudecidetogo 
on  a  freeze  out,  make  sure  you 
read  up  and  prepare  yourself 
completely.  If  you  do  that,  it  is 
sure  to  be  a  great  experience  that 
you  won't  soon  forget. 


THE  STROBE 


OPINION 

February  23,  1994 


PAGE  6 


w*.^  w.  %jn  ■ 


The  Strobe 

FTTCHBURG£^TECOmiGE£NEWSPAPER 

KRISTI L.  WIDBERG,  Editor-in-Chief 
ROB  HANEISEN,  Managing  Editor 


EDITORIAL  STAFF 

DEREK  VALCOURT,  News  Editor 
DIANE  DEVITT,  Features  Editor 
MARY  FALCONE,  Features  Editor 
ERIC  JACKEL,  Opinion  Editor 
DANIELLE  SULLIVAN,  Arts  &  EnL  Editor 
JASON  KOIVU,  Arts.  &  EnL  Editor 
MICHAEL  GORDON,  Sports  Editor 
KRIS  RUBERTI,  Associate  Editor 
KAREN  ST.  LAURENT,  Copy  Editor 
JEN  SCHNORRENBERG,  Copy  Editor 
ERIC  METZNER,  Photo  Editor 


PRODUCTION  STAFF 

SCOTT  GOMES,  Production  Manager 
DENNY  MAK,  Production  Manager 
TIM  VECCHIARELLI,  Production  Manager 
CHAD  JOHNSON,  Production  Manager 


OFFICE  STAFF 

CYNTHIA  TRAINQUE,  Advertising  Manager 
DAVE  MINCHENBERG,  Business  Manager 
DR.  THOMAS  MURRAY,  Faculty  Advisor 


The  Strobe  is  available  in  large  print,  braille,  and  on  audio  tape  upon  request. 


Last  Week's 
Results 

VVTiatdoyoufindtobethemostdistinbingproblematFSC? 


1.  Racism 

12% 

2.  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse 

16% 

3.  Homophobia 

8% 

4.  Apathy 

64% 

Smoking  ban  would  be  unfair  Mtoir©  sdmdw  grnp©s 


by  Eric  Jackel 
Strobe  staff 

Whether  the  majority  of  the  stu- 
dent body  knows  it  or  not,  FSC  is 
taking  yet  another  step  toward  be- 
coming a  school  of  proper  values 
and  conscience. 

A  proposal  has  been  submitted 
to  the  All  College  Committee  to 
ban  smoking  from  every  nook, 
cranny,  and  crack  of  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  campus.  No  more 
hanging  out  in  the  Thompson  Hall 
lobby  puffing  between  classes,  no 
more  sitting  in  G-Lobby  puffing 
and  skipping  classes,  and  no  more 
"designated  smoking  areas"  in  gen- 
eral. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  a  group  of  students  is  organiz- 
ing a  petition  to  stop  this  proposal 
fjombeingpassedandratified.  I  see 
thisasapositiveaction  on  their  part, 
and  I  applaud  their  opposition  to 
this  idea.  In  fact,  the  very  person 
that  told  me  of  the  petition  is  a  non- 
smoker,  hence  I  am  puzzled  by  his 
involvement  but  I  welcome  his 
help. 

I  am  a  smoker.  There,  I  said  it  I 


know  that  it  is  no  longer  hip  to 
smoke,  I  know  that  I'm  killing 
myself  with  every  Camel,  and  I 
feel  the  crush  when  I  wake  up 
coughing  in  the  morning.  Let  me 
tell  you  something,  there's  nothing 
more  annoying  that  someone  com- 
ing up  to  a  smoker  and  saying 
"That's  bad  for  you...  you  should 
quit"  Well,  as  a  friend  of  mine 
says,  "Nobody  likes  a  quitter." 
Like  this  is  some  stunning  revela- 
tion that  is  going  to  save  my  life. 
No  kidding.  I  didn't  mean  to  get 
hooked,  it  just  happens  before  you 
even  realize  it. 

I  also  don't  intend  to  harm  the 
health  of  those  around  me  that  I 
care  about,  so  I  am  usually  away 
from  these  people  as  I  kill  myself. 
However,  to  ban  smoking  entirely 
from  this  campus  is  a  very  crazy 
idea,  to  saythe  least  Haveyouever 
noticed  thehugenumbersof  smok- 
ers here  at  FSC,  particularly  in 
comparison  to  other  colleges?  I 
have  no  thoughts  on  why,  but  I 
would  venture  to  guess  that  our 
student  body  consumes  the  same 
amounts  of  tobacco  as  the  average 
school  twice  our  size. 


What  irks  me,  though,  is  these 
self-righteous  individuals  who  pay 
for  the  tests  on  things  like  smoking 
and  drug  use  while  ignoring  issues 
like  stress  and  depression.  The  rea- 
son I  haven' tbeen  able  to  quit  is  that 
the  same  non-smoking  professors 
who  come  up  with  proposals  like 
this  one  have  given  me  too  much  to 
do  in  too  little  time,  stressing  me  out 
and  making  me  irritable.  Then,  the 
nicotine  takes  the  edge  off.  People 
don't  understand  that  you  can't  quit 
smoking  unless  you  want  to,  and 
some  of  us  can' t  afford  a  hypnotist 
If  this  proposal  takes  effect 
what's  next?  I  don't  want  anyone 
driving  their  cars,  because  carbon 
monoxide  is  dangerous.  Besides,  I 
may  get  hit  by  one  someday.  Also, 
I  don't  want  anyone  using  hairspray 
because  of  the  ozone  depletion  and 
the  ultra  violet  rays  that  may  harm 
me.  I  want  the  school  to  replace  all 
the  fluorescent  lights  with  less  effi- 
cient bulbs,  because  fluorescent 
light  has  caused  cancer  in  lab  mice. 
Get  the  idea  folks?  Anything  can 
kill  you,  and  a  stick  of  Wrigley's 
doesn't  curb  the  urge  to  rip 
someone's  head  off. 
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DAYTONABEACH  -  SPRING  BREAK 

First  Class,  ocean  front  hotel  directly  the  beach,  parties,  pool  deck 
fun,  nightclubs,  sunshine,  DO  NOT  MISS  THIS  TRIP! !  Includes 
roundtrip  motorcoach  trans,  with  on  campus  pick  up  and  drop  off, 
only  $219.00  quad  occp.  depart  3/12/94  reutrn  3/20/94. 

Call  for  free  brochure  1-800-9DAYTONA. 

See  you  on  the  BEACH! 


V 


r 


J 


v 


"To  me,  boxing  is  like  a  ballet,  except  there's  no  music,  no  choreogra- 
phy, and  the  dancers  hit  each  other." 

-  Deep  Thoughts,  Jack  Handey 


by  Leo  Bray 
Contributing  writer 


To  be  honest,  I  never  had  much 
interest  in  writing  for  the  Strobe. 
However,  it  seems  like  an  easy 
enough  way  to  obtain  a  little  more 
resume  /  graduate  application 
filler.  Also,  when  this  makes  it  to 
press,  I  can  send  it  to  Ma  as  a  fridge 
decoration. 

Enough  with  the  preliminaries, 
you  probably  want  my  opinion 
now.  No?  Well,  too  bad. 

I  was  going  to  write  a  crybaby 
piece  about  the  city  towing  my  car 
away  Wednesday,  and  that  led  me 
to  the  snow  removal  problem  on 
campus.  Let  me  start  by  thanking 
all  the  folks  in  facilities  or  mainte- 
nance or  whatever  for  their  efforts, 
as  the  deplorable  conditions  of  the 
walks  and  lots  on  campus  is  no 
fault  of  theirs.  I'm  fairly  certain 
that  at  least  sixty  percent  of  the 
problems  are  budget  related. 

The  remainder  probably  rests 
with  someone  who  hasn't  touched 
sand  or  a  shovel  since  some  child- 
hood beach  trip,  and  someone  who 
has  never  lifted  more  salt  than  a 
shaker's  worth.  The  only  thing 
they  may  have  lifted  recently  is 
their  butt  off  ofachair  to  call  in  sick 
on  the  day  that  they  did  not  cancel 
classes. 


Frankly,  I  couldn't  care  less  who 
orwhatistoblame.  I  just  don't  want 
to  see  any  more  pedestrians  fall,  or 
any  more  wheelchairs  or  cars  get 
stuck  in  the  snow.  A  couple  of 
weeks  ago,  I  awoke  to  an  ice-en- 
crusted school.  Classes  were  can- 
celed for  every  institution  of  learn- 
ing this  side  of  route  495.  FSC, 
however,  only  canceled  afternoon 
sessions.  Atabout2:00,  they  began 
putting  sand  on  the  townhouse 
walkways.  Hello?!  Did  someone 
of  "the  powers  that  be"  spend 
Thursday  night  sampling  local  bars 
and  parties?  Iflcangetupafterfour 
hours  of  sleep  and  salt  my  walk- 
way, why  can't  FSC? 

Maybe  salt  prices  have  skyrock- 
eted. Maybe  someone's  worried 
about  the  environment.,  how  about 
calcium  chloride?  How  about  get- 
ting the  snow  cleaned  up  after  it  all 
falls,  and  not  while  it  is  still  falling? 
Who  up  there  thought  that  spread- 
ing sand  on  two  inches  of  snow 
would  help  pedestrians? 

Well  I,  like  most  complainants, 
have  no  quick  and  easy  solution  to 
this  problem.  But  someone  some- 
where is  being  paid  with  our  tuition 
money  to  handle  this.  That  some- 
one needs  to  wake  up  and  look 
around  a  bit  before  some  unfortu- 
nate student  has  to  invoke  the  acci- 
dental death  and  dismemberment 
clause  of  some  insurance  policy. 
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Stereotypes  work  both  ways 


by  Eric  Jackel 
Strobe  staff 


For  the  past  year  or  so,  I  have 
spent  most  of  my  Thursday  nights 
ata  local  bar,  listening  to  live  music, 
seeing  familiar  faces,  and  paying 
reasonable  prices  for  decent  beer. 
The  place  is  usually  graced  with  the 
same  patrons  requesting  songs 
from  the  minstrel,  week  after  week. 

As  good  and  mellow  a  time  as 
one  may  have  here,  I  suppose  that 
even  too  much  of  a  good  thing  can 
get  a  little  redundant  after  a  while. 
Hey,  it  happened  for  me  when  keg 
parties,  once  the  mecca  of  recre- 
ation, became  dull.  This  is  why  on 
last  Thursday  some  friends  sug- 
gested thatwe  try  outadifferentbar, 
just  for  a  while,  to  see  if  we  were 
missing  anything.  So  off  we  went 
I  found  a  few  interesting  things, 
some  annoying  to  me,  about  our 
experimental  stomping  ground. 
The  first  was  a  ridiculously  gross 
stench  of  guys  and  gals  who  were 
far  too  perfumed,  and  I  half  ex- 
pected the  regular  bar  bathroom 


condom  machine  to  sell  little  nips 
of  Brut  Bars,  in  my  opinion, 
should  smell  like  cigarette  smoke 
and  spilled  beer.  This  one  smelled 
like  a  French  cathouse. 

It  didn't  take  long  to  realize  that 
this  place  was  the  virtual 
motherlode  for  the  Fitchburg  State 
ritual  of  pick-ups,  aJea.  "scoops"  ( 
as  much  as  I  hate  that  word).  I've 
witnessed  and  partaken  in  this  kind 
of  ritualistic  behavior  before,  and  I 
know  the  smiles,  the  laughs,  and 
the  hapless  conversation  that  oc- 
curs between  two  utterly  inebri- 
ated individuals.  However,  I've 
neverseen  so  much  of  this  going  on 
at  once,  and  it  was  a  bit  funny. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  plastic  keg  cups 
that  the  beer  was  served  in,  but  I 
couldn't  help  but  feel  as  though  I 
was  at  some  kind  of  nicely  run  keg 
party. 

My  point  in  all  this  is  the  deeper 
thinking  that  this  experience 
prompted  within  me.  What  I  saw, 
mostly,  was  conformity  and  the 
fortification  of  stereotypes.  The 
clothes,  the  hairstyles,  and  the  atti- 
tudes all  matched.  I  thought  how 


this  lack  of  individualism  must 
have  something  to  do  with  lack  of 
character,  but  further  contempla- 
tion ( along  with  the  trashing  of  the 
first  version  of  this  story  )  ,  has 
brought  new  ideas  into  my  mind. 

The  handful  and  a  half  of  people 
at  this  bar  who  I  either  knew  or 
would  consider  my  friends 
changed  my  initial  reaction.  I  cared 
enough  not  to  print  the  first  version, 
and  that  must  mean  that  these 
people  have  a  certain  degree  of 
respect  from  me,  and  that  I  would 
not  want  to  offend  them.  Although 
may  be  they  and  I  have  some  differ- 
ent tastes  in  clothes,  music, 
lifestyle,  or  what  have  you,  we 
maintain  friendships  based  on  who 
we  are.  There's  not  enough  of  this 
nowadays. 

The  molds  of  stereotypes  based 
on  race,  culture,  ethnicity,  or  per- 
sonality are  indeed  deep-rooted  in 
our  lives.  But,  next  time  you're 
sickened  by  some  social  scene  that 
you  can't  stand,  consider  things 
twice.  Maybe,  just  maybe,  there's 
a  good  person  there  who  may  be  a 
great  friend  someday. 


Right  and  wrong 


Distance  brings 


•  A     • 


appreciation 


by  Jason  Thomas 
Contributing  writer 

"It  won't  workout"  "How  can 
you  go  that  long  without  seeing 
each  other?"  "I  give  it  a  month." 

These  and  other  comments  are 
some  of  the  things  that  my  girl- 
friend and  I  hear  every  day,  along 
with  hordes  of  others,  I'm  sure. 
Long  distance  relationships  aren't 
the  easiest  thing  do  deal  with,  I'm 
sure,  but  neither  are  relationships  in 
general  I  know  that  I'm  happier 
than  many  people  I  know  who  see 
their  boyfriends  and  girlfriends  ev- 
ery day. 

Distance  can  actually  help  a  rela- 
tionship in  some  cases.  It  teaches 
you  to  make  the  most  of  your  time 
together,  to  be  happy  when  you  can 
because  you're  never  sure  how 
long  it  will  be  before  you  see  your 
mate  again.  It  also  gives  more  time 
to  family  and  friends,  which  helps 
to  keep  things  in  perspective.  You 
gain  a  higher  appreciation  for  each 
other,  and  as  they  say,  "absence 


makes  the  heart  grow  fonder."  If 
you  truly  miss  this  person,  then 
faithfulness  is  automatic.  If  you're 
dishonest,  then  commitment  goes 
out  the  door  with  validity. 

In  as  many  cases,  distance  can 
hurt  a  relationship.  There  are  some 
things  in  life  that  you  will  want  to 
share  with  someone,  and  it  hurts 
when  thatpersoncan'tbe  there  with 
you.  To  truly  haveapotential  future 
together,  you  need  to  spend  quality 
amounts  of  time  together  at  some 
point  to  determine  everyday  com- 
patibility. Also,  the  separation  fac- 
tor is  always  present,  giving  con- 
stant doubts. 

The  typical  thoughts  on  this 
matter,  though,  have  less  to  do  with 
making  long  distance  relationships 
work  than  with  the  people  in- 
volved. It  all  depends  on  character, 
state  of  maturity,  and  what  people 
want  out  of  their  lives  and  at  what 
point  If  you  can  meet  someone  and 
learn  to  care  about  them,  then 
you're  lucky  to  have  what  you 
have,  long  distance  or  not 


by  Rob  Haneisen 
Strobe  staff 


These  days  it  seems  to  be  hip  to 
pointoutall  of  the  things  in  this  land 
thatarewrong.Ifyoupointthemout 
then  everyone  will  think  of  you  as 
enlightened,  a  great  social  martyr; 
one  who  slaved  for  the  good  of  the 
people  to  breakdown  giant  wallsof 
ignorance  to  right  a  wrong. 

Wake  up!  Things  that  are  wrong 
have  always  been  wrong.  Just  be- 
cause somecausebecomes  popular 
does  not  mean  that  it  was  question- 
ably wrong  before  and  is  now  defi- 
nitely wrong. 

Hipness  to  take  up  a  cause  num- 
ber one.  AIDS.  When  this  disease 
firstcrept  into  thepicture  there  were 
few  feelings  of  sympathy  for  the 
victims.  Blame  and  hatred  were  all 
that  was  broadcast  throughout  the 
greatsocial  network.  AJDS  became 
a  taboo  word  to  mutter  in  most 
circles.  Youcanconjureupallof  the 
theories  you  wantas  to  why  people 
reacted  this  way.  You  can  take  the 
gay-bashing  argument  or  the  fear 
argumentoreven  thelifestyleargu- 
ment  Whatever  argumentyou  take 
up,itwillbewrong.Ahumanbeing 
suffering  deserves  somethingmore 
than  well  wishes  into  the  grave;  a 
person  afflicted  with  a  terminal  dis- 
ease needs  a  hug  not  an  angry  glare. 
But  suddenly  these  damn  red 
ribbons  started  showing  up  on  the 
lapels  and  dresses  of  movie  stars 
and  celebrities.  Brave  people  were 
taking  arisk  to  stand  up  for  what  is 
right  More  and  more  ribbons 
started  showing  up  like  fans  to 
home  games  of  a  team  on  a  wining 
streak.  AIDS  was  no  longer  a  gay 
plague  or  a  big  dose  of  Draino  sent 


to  clean  out  the  pipes  of  this  toilet  of 
a  world.  It  was  now  a  cause,  some- 
thing to  wave  a  flag  at  or  in  this  case 
a  Utile  red  ribbon.  Throw  in  one 
blockbuster  movie  with  big  names 
in  it  and  instant  enlightenment  for 
millions.  What  a  miracle. 

Case  number  two.  The  Holo- 
caust The  senseless  and  com- 
pletely evil  attempted  annihilation 
of  the  Jewish  race  and  any  others 
who  weren't  blonde  and  blue-eyed 
enough  was  wrong.  It  has  been  said 
that  such  an  atrocity  would  never 
happen  again.  Mankind  has  a  way 
of  repeating  itself. 

Bosnia  is  quickly  becoming  the 
sequel  to  the  Holocaust  It  took  the 
world  a  few  years  too  late  to  realize 
the  first  Holocaust,  I  wonder  how 
long  it  will  take  for  the  world  to 
wake  up,  see  the  second  and  take 
action  to  stop  it?  Next  I'll  be  won- 
dering how  long  it  will  take  Holly- 
wood to  make  a  movie  about  it 

I'm  not  knocking  on  the  media 
and  film  industry's  attempt  to  con- 
vey meaningful  and  important  in- 
formation. It  is  not  their  fault  that 
they  have  to  hi  t  the  mass  population 
with  visual  carnage  and  atrocity  for 
thingsto  sink  in.  Hollywood  should 
nothavetoputallofthisonascreen 
in  front  of  our  faces  to  convince  us 
that  something  is  wrong. 

Sexism,  discrimination  and  rac- 
ism havepolitical  correctness  as  the 
leader  of  their  cause.  What  was 
accepted  in  the  past  is  now  consid- 
ered offensive  and  wrong.  Does 
that  mean  that  it  was  once  right? 

My  main  grief  is  the  populariza- 
tion of  causes.  Educating  and  en- 
lightening people  through  the  use 
of  trends,  movies  and  celebrities 
shows  what  value  we  put  on  right 
and  wrong.  According  to  this  no- 


tion, right  and  wrong  are  not  defi- 
nite and  unwavering  but  are  truly 
something  that  can  be  shifted, 
molded  and  persuaded  to  be  what- 
ever popular  culture  dictates. 
There  are  those  people  who  stand 
at  the  front  of  the  crowd  and  wave 
a  flag  in  support  of  what  they  be- 
lieve was  always  right  and  then 
there  are  those  who  stand  behind 
that  flag  and  cheer  along.  Not  ev- 
eryone is  meant  to  be  a  leader,  but ' 
we  all  know  the  difference  be- 
tween right  and  wrong. 
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FATirrS  WORD  PROCESSING 
508-597-3296 

Fast  accurate  service 
Reports  of  all  sizes 
Call  day  or  evening 


Whatdo  you  think? 


1.  Health  care  reform 

2.  Bosnia 

3.  Japanese  Trade  Talks 

4.  Convincing  Hillary  to  attend 
FSCfs  Centennial  Convocation 


Please  return  to  Strobe  box  #6705  or  drop  off  at  Strobe 
office. 
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FSC  Karate  Club  encourages  involvement 


by  Sal  Vassallo 
Contributing  writer 

The  young  man  is  attacked 
from  behind.  He  spins  around  and 
lands  two  quick  elbow  strikes  to 
his  assailant's  ribs.  He  then 
quickly  sweeps  out  his  legs  and 
finishes  his  attacker  off  with  an 
open-handed  strike,  stopping 
inches  from  his  throat  He  then 
helps  his  friend  off  the  mat  and  the 
karate  club  applauds.  Sensei 
George  Noone  makes  his  com- 
ments on  self-defense. 

Fitchburg  State  College  has 
had  a  somewhat  underground  in- 
tramural organization  on  its  cam- 
pus for  several  years  now.  You 
may  have  seen  posters  on  the 
walls  around  campus,  but  simply 
did  not  know  enough  about  the 
FSC  Karate  Club  to  come  down 
and  see  what  it  was  all  about  This 
semester  the  organizations  off  to  a 
great  start  There  are  currently 
over  twenty  active  members. 

The  club  trains  in  Shotokan 
karate.  This  is  a  martial  arts  style 
from  Okinawa  The  class  is  in- 
structedbySenseiGeorgeNoone. 
The  Sensei  is  a  third  degree 
(Sandan)  black  belt  with  over  20 
years  of  experience.He  has  been 
teaching  karate  at  FSC  for  more 


than  eight  years.  Classes  are  open  to 
all  students  and  faculty  members. 
Everyone  is  welcome,  regardless  of 
experience.  Although  the  club  stud- 
ies Shotokan,  students  from  other 
styles  of  karate  are  welcomed  to 
attend.  The  club  currently  has  stu- 
dents who  also  study  Tai  Kwon  Do, 
Kung  Fu,  and  Uechi,  to  name  a  few. 

Karate  provides  some  great  men- 
tal and  physical  benefits  for  those 
who  attend.  First  off,  karate  is  an 
outstanding  sport  if  you  want  to  get 
into  top  physical  condition.  It  helps 
you  lose  weight,  build  strength, 
speed  and  endurance.  In  time,  karate 
will  make  you  flexible  and  increase 
your  balance  and  coordination  tre- 
mendously. Beyond  all  of  its  physi- 
cal advantages,  karate  is  also  a  way 
to  strengthen  the  mind.  It  will  also 
improve  your  mental  concentration 
and  will  power.  Karate  is  also  an 
excellent  confidence  builder  and 
stress  reliever. 

Sensei  Noone  put  it  in  a  nut  shell 
by  saying  "Karate  is  both  a  sport  and 
an  art  that  uses  total  body  condition- 
ing to  develop  yourself  and  your 
abilities.  This  is  an  activity  that  will 
not  only  improve  the  way  you  live, 
but  could  also  potentially  save  your 
life." 

Now  knowing  some  of  the  ben- 
efits karate  provide,  you  probably 


are  wondering  what  goes  on  in  a 
typical  class.  The  classes  are  ap- 
proximately two  hours  long.  Each 
class  officially  begins  with  a  brief 
bow  and  meditation  to  clear  the 
mind.  The  Sensei  then  leads  the 
class  in  warm-ups.  Theseconsistof 
some  aerobics  and  many  different 
stretching  techniques.  This  twenty 
minute  session  isessential  to  getthe 
blood  flowing  an  guard  against 
pulled  muscles  and  other  injuries. 

The  class  then  lines  up  and  goes 
right  into  basics.  For  about  30  to  45 
minutes  the  students  go  up  and 
down  the  gym  floor  practicing  the 
various  Shotokan  blocks,  punches, 
kicks,  and  stances  that  makes  up 
the  style.  The  Sensei  calls  these 
techniques  out  in  different  combi- 
nations and  leads  the  class,  helping 
them  sharpen  their  skills. 

After  basics,  Sensei  usually 
spends  about  30  minutes  applying 
the  techniques  to  practical  use.  This 
is  done  by  hitting  pads  and  other 
targets  or  working  with  a  partner. 
Kata  is  next  on  the  class  agenda.  A 
Kata  is  a  synchronized  form  con- 
sisting of  a  sequence  of  moves  put 
to  a  rhythm.  These  forms  are  prac- 
tices and  memorized  by  the  stu- 
dents. 

The  last  main  part  of  the  class  is 
devoted  to  free  sparring.  The  par- 


ticipants put  on  the  required  pads 
and  practice  fighting  techniques  on 
each  other.  These  fights  are  kept 
under  control.  Sensei  Noone 
closely  monitors  the  action.  After 
some  quick  cool  exercises,  the  class 
ends  like  it  begins,  with  meditation 
and  a  bow. 

This  is  just  an  example  of  a 
sample  class.  Some  nights  weigh 
heavier  on  Kata  than  sparring  and 
vice  versa  No  two  classes  are  ex- 
actly alike. 

The  FSC  karate  club  goes  be- 
yond the  literal  dimensions  of  the 
class.  Strong  bonds  and  friendships 
are  made  with  the  students.  The 
club  currently  has  a  team  that  ac- 
tively competes  in  inter-collegiate 
tournaments  supervised  by  The 
New  England  Collegiate  Karate 
Federation  (NECKF).  The  team 
has  taken  third  place  in  the  last  two 
tournaments  they  have  entered.  The 
team  is  currently  training  hard  for  a 
tournament  run  by  the  US  AKF  on 
February  26.  Afterthat  itison  to  the 
NECKF  tournament  at  UMass 
Amherst  on  April  23. 

In  addition  to  these  tournaments, 
the  team  and  other  members  of  the 
club  are  involved  in  aKickathon  for 
the  homeless  on  February  17.  The 
Habitat  for  Humanities  is  working 
together  with  the  club.  They  are 


getting  sponsors  to  see  how  many 
kicks  the  karate  club  members  can 
throw  in  two  hours. 

At  the  end  of  each  semester,  the 
club  holds  promotions  which  are  an 
optional  test  the  class  members  can 
take  to  advance  in  rank.  If  success- 
ful they  receiveanewcoloredbeltto 
signify  this.  The  club  currently  has 
many  veteran  students  who  have 
been  training  with  SenseiNoone  for 
over  two  years.  They  often  help  him 
teach  the  new  students  the  funda- 
mentalsbefore  Sensei  begins  teach- 
ing them  more  advance  techniques. 

The  Shotokan  Club  meets  every 
Monday  and  Wednesday  night 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  in  the  McKay 
School  Gymnasium.  The  club  dues 
are  considerably  cheaper  than  com- 
mercial karate  schools.  An  entire 
semester  of  training  is  only  $55.  All 
you  need  tobring  are  baggy  clothes, 
perhaps  sweat  pants  and  a  t-shirt  A 
gi  (uniform)  is  an  optional  pur- 
chase. 

So  take  the  time  now  to  invest  in 
yourself.  Learn  something  that  you 
will  continue  to  practice  and  benefit 
from  long  after  you  have  left  col- 
lege. Call  Sensei  George  Noone  at 
(508)  597-6760  or  club  secretary 
Sal  Vassallo  (508)  597-8309.  The 
clubs  classes  are  open  to  the  public. 
Stop  by  and  watch. 


'The  Honeymoon  K31ers,'an  overlooked  American  gem 


by  Warren  Curry 
Staff  writer 

'The  Honeymoon  Killers"  is 
possibly  one  of  the  freshest,  most 
energetic.andoverlooked  Ameri- 
can films  of  all  time.  Originally 
intended  to  be  the  first  studio  di- 
rectorial project  for  a  young  film- 
maker named  Martin  Scorcese 
(who  was  fired  one  week  into 
production),  co-directors 

Leonard  Kastle  and  Oliver  Wood 
deliver  a  film  that  is  unpolished 
and  crude,  yet  is  also  amazingly 
vivacious  and  dynamic.  Released 
in  1970  this  seminalpieceof  guer- 
rilla cinema  continues  to  inspire. 
Based  on  the  shocking  real-life 
"Lonely  Hearts"  murders  which 
occurred  in  the  1960s,  "Killers" 


documents  the  tale  of  Martha 
(Shirley  Stoler),  an  obese  Alabama 
nurse,  who  possesses  an  unbridled 
hatred  for  those  around  her.  Con- 
vinced by  a  friend  that  a  change 
would  do  her  good,  Martha  joins  a 
pen-pal  dating  club  which  focuses 
on  matching  middle  aged  singles. 

This  catches  the  attention  of  an 
oily  Spanish  swindler,  Ray  (Tony 
Lobionco),  who  preys  upon  the  dat- 
ing club's  desperate  clients.  Ray 
makes  a  living  seducing  his  partners 
and  taking  all  of  their  money  in  the 
process.  When  Ray  tries  to  take 
advantage  of  Martha,  his  scheme 
grinds  to  a  halt  She  follows  him 
back  to  New  York  and  promises  to 
uncover  his  evil  doings  unless  she 
can  take  part  in  the  action.  Ray  is  left 
with  no  choice  but  to  agree. 


From  here  the  film  takes  off  in  a 
simultaneously  comic  and  horrify- 
ing fashion.  Ray  and  Martha  pose 
as  brother  and  sister,  but  now  Ray 
has  upped  the  stakes.  He  marries 
all  of  the  lonely  females  he's  set  up 
with  before  robbing  them.  Martha 
grows  jealous  of  the  attention. 

At  first  Martha  accidentally 
kills  one  of  Ray's  wives,  via  on 
overdose  of  sleeping  pills,  but  soon 
finds  murder  easy,  in  fact  rather 
enjoyable.  Ray,  who  now  needs 
Martha's  love  for  stability,  is  will- 
ing to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  please 
her  and  soon  finds  himself  partici- 
pating in  the  crimes. 

After  the  ousting  of  Scorcese, 
the  film  fell  into  the  inexperienced 
hands  of  Kastle  (also  the  screen- 
writer) and  Wood  (who  served  as 


cinematographer).  A  few  scenes 
are  atrociously  lit  and  some  of  the 
camera  moves  are  more  amateur- 
ish than  anything  one  might  view 
inastudentfilm.  However,  like  all 
clever  filmmakers,  the  duo  used 
their  technical  limitations  to  an  in- 
credibly creative  advantage. 

The  relatively  obscure  cast 
(Stoler  achieved  some  fame  in 
Lina  Wertmuller's  "Seven  Beau- 
ties") give  absolutely  outstanding 
performances  all  around,  as  they 
portray  all  sorts  of  absurd  charac- 
ters. 

The  constantly  moving  camera 
technique  borrows  the  spirit  of  60s 
B-films  which  fueled  the  work  of 
gore  master  H.G.  Lewis  and  espe- 
cially the  sexploitation  master- 
pieces of  Doris  Wishman.    The 


primitive  style  of  this  film  gives  ita 
documentary  feel,  which  helps  to 
bring  out  the  disturbing  aspect  of 
this  piece,  especially  in  the 
gratituously  violent  sequences. 

The  influence  of  "The  Honey- 
moon Killers"  is  still  felt  today. 
From  'True  Romance"  to  "Califor- 
nia" to  the  genius  Belgian  film 
"Man  Bites  Dog"  (one  of  the  few 
must  sees  of  93),  this  is  a  movie  to 
satisfy  the  voyeuristic  impulses  in 
all  of  us.  It  recently  played  at 
Cambridge's  Brattle  Theater  and  is 
somewhat  of  a  staple  at  revival  cin- 
emas and  art  houses.  Legendary 
French  director,  Francois  Truffaut 
once  called '  The  Honeymoon  Kill- 
ers" his  favorite  American  film. 
Need  any  more  be  said? 


t>Ea/^~^ 


SO.  ANVU/V,  I  THOUGHT 
M/V/BE  VOU'LD  LIKE  TO  GO 
OUT  SOMETIME...  OH.  I  SEE.. 


YES,  I  GUESS  IT  WAS     " 
PRETTY  BAD  TIMING,  ALLRIGHT. 
NO.  NO  HARD  FEELINGS 
OKAY.  BYE... 


THE  STROBE 


February  23,  1994 


PAGE  9 


Coffeehouse  provides  mellow  diversion 


byGinaProcopio 
Staff  writer 

Singer  Michael  Danahy  was  the 
entertainment  for  Coffeehouse, 
sponsored  by  Programs  Commit- 
tee, at  our  own  Union  Stop  Pub  on 
the  eve  of  Valentine's  Day. 

Danahy,  who  stems  from  Port- 
land, Maine.providedanightof  folk 
music  accompanied  by  his  guitar. 
The  performer  is  a  big  hit  on  the 
University  of  Southern  Maine's 
campus  and  has  been  featured  in 
such  magazines  as  "The  New  En- 
gland Performer  and  Face". 

Danahy  got  his  start  in  the  enter- 
tainment industry  as  a  journalist 
Later  he  turned  to  poetry  as  his  form 
of  expression.  The  next  step  in  his 
career  was  as  a  street  performer  and 
for  the  past  three  years  he  has  been 
writing  and  recording  his  own  mu- 


sic. I  found  it  impressive  that  he 
records  all  of  his  albums  himself 
at  home  with  a  four  deck  com- 
puter sequencer. 

The  music  that  resounded 
from  Danahy  was  mostly  made 
up  of  his  own  songs  with  the 
influence  of  Woodie  Guthrie  and 
a  rendition  of  hits  from  U2.  His 
overallmusical ability  was  fantas- 
tic, while  his  melodic  rhythm  lent 
itself  to  the  atmosphere  of  a  mel- 
low coffeehouse.  The  lyrics  on 
the  other  hand  were  somewhat 
reactionary.  His  music  deals  with 
"coffee,  love  and  anger",  a  de- 
scription that  is  very  fitting  with 
songs  inspired  by  the  L.A.  riots 
and  another  about  wanting  just  to 
be  near  somebody,  as  in  "Sleep 
with  Me,"  and  he  means  sleep. 

Most  of  his  tunes  have  real 
meaning  to  them.  However.there 


was  one  that  didn't  Itwasabouta 
bicycle  courier  and  appropriately 
titled,  "Dan,  Dan  the  Courier  Man." 
Can  a  song  that  starts  out  "Dan, 
Dan...anything"begood?  His  true 
musical  ability  on  the  guitar  more 
than  made  up  for  the  lyrics,  how- 
ever. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  perfor- 
mance the  music  was  beginning  to 
creep  past  the  mellow  stage  andinto 
the  "I'm  going  to  fall  asleep"  stage. 
After  a  while,  all  of  the  songs  begin 
to  blend  together.  The  musical  abil- 
ity was  definitely  there,  but  so  was 
repetition.  Danahy  makes  his  mes- 
sages clear  in  the  ones  that  he 
rambles  on  with  and  for  a  coffee- 
house his  image  of  waist-length 
black  hair  is  fitting,  but  the  act  is  in 
desperate  need  of  revitalization. 


Easy  Oscar  predictions 


by  Shawn  Sullivan 
Staff  writer 

The  Holocaust  Political  oppres- 
sion. Repressed  sexuality.  Wrong- 
ful imprisonment  Emotionless  de- 
tachment Yup,  it's  time  for  the 
Academy  Awards  once  again.  The 
Best  Picture  nominations  this  year 
areStevenSpielberg's"Schindler's 
List,"  "In  the  Name  of  the  Father," 
"The  Piano,"  and  "The  Remains  of 
the  Day"  areall  dramatically  intense 
motion  pictures  designed  for  you  to 
assess  your  role  in  human  nature 
and  heighten  your  appreciation  for 
quality  film.  But  wait!  There's  a 
fifth  nomination  in  there 
somewhere....^  movie  that  seems 
to  have  been  chosen  for  the  Oscar 
race  simply  because  of  its  stellar 
entertainment  value.  "The  Fugi- 
tive," starring  Harrison  Ford  as  a 
doctor  wrongly  accused  of  murder- 
ing his  wife ,  nabbed  not  just  a  Best 
Picturenomination,butsixothasas 
well. 

For  the  first  time  in  years  a  film 
without  any  apparent  social  signifi- 
cance whatsoever  has  been  a  candi- 
date for  the  most  powerful  Oscar  of 
them  all.  "The  Fugitive"  even  out- 
ran "Philadelphia,"  acontemporary 
AIDS  drama  of  gargantuan  impor- 
tance. 

Predicting  the  winner  this  year 
will  be  easy.  Take  a  look  at  Best 
Picture,  for  starters.  Is  there  any 
doubt  in  anybody's  mind  that 
"Schindler's  List"  will  take  this 
honor?  While  the  majority  of  those 
other  films  do  in  fact  possess  some 
of  that  social  significance  to  tran- 
scend their  carftmanship,  can  any 
one  of  them  match  the  importance 
and    effectiveness    of    Steven 


Spielberg's  harrowing  depiction 
of  the  Holocaust?  The  master 
fantasist's  film  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  for  humanity,  a  caution- 
ary tale  to  warn  the  world  what  can 
happen  when  hatred  gives  way  to 
violence. 

It  seems  the  only  true  rival  for 
"Schindler's"  is  "The  Piano,"  an 
Australian  film  directed  by  Jane 
Campion.  The  Academy  dubbed 
last  year's  ceremony  as  one  that 
celebrates  "The  Year  of  the 
Woman,"  but,  truth  to  tell,  women 
got  very  Utile  recognition — espe- 
cially when  Oscar  sweetheart  Clint 
Eastwood  galloped  in  and  lassoed 
four  statues  for  his  "Unforgiven." 
By  awarding  'The  Piano"  Best 
Picture,  Hollywood  would  finally 
be  officially  acknowledging  the 
importantrole  women  play  in  film- 
making today.  With  "Schindler's 
List"  and  its  twelve  nominations, 
however,  it  ain't  gonna  happen. 

The  same  will  be  the  case  for 
Best  Director.  In  a  category  that 
showcases  the  1993  works  of  Jim 
Sheridan  ("In  the  Name  of  the  Fa- 
ther"), Robert  Altman  ("Short 
Cuts")  and  James  Ivory  ("The  Re- 
mains of  the  Day"),  it  is  clear,  for 
the  reasons  already  examined  here, 
that  Steven  Spielberg  will  beat  out 
Jane  Campion.  In  "Schindler's 
List"  Spielbergdemonstrates  peer- 
less skill  and  radiates  with  a 
newfound  maturity.  By  awarding 
him  theBestDirectoraward,  Oscar 
can  finally  commend  him  for  fully 
realizing  his  immense  potential. 

The  Best  Actor  category  seems 
a  given,  too.  The  award  in  this 
category  will  go  to  Mr.  Tom 
Hanks,  for  his  portrayal  of  Andrew 
Beckett,    a  homosexual  lawyer 


confronted  with  discrimination 
when  hedevelops  full  blown  AIDS . 
Hanks  was  wonderful  in  this  role — 
indeed,for  daysafter  seeing  thefilm 
Ihad  to  remindmyself  that  the  actor 
was  definitely  alive  and  well — and 
he  will  no  doubt  receive  the  Best 
Actorhonors  for  rris  performance  in 
the  film  "Philadelphia".  Hanks  will 
win  for  political  reasons,  too;  for 
years,  the  gay  community  has 
swarmed  Tinsel  Town  with  right- 
fully vicious  claims  that  its  movies 
have  portrayed  homosexuals  in  an 
extremely  bad  light  By  awarding 
Hanks,  the  academy  will  be  indi- 
rectly  awarding '  'Philadelphia"  and 
what  it  stands  for. 

Two  of  the  other  nominees, 
Daniel  Day-LewisC'IntheNameof 
the  Father")  and  Anthony  Hopkins 
("The  Remains  of  the  Day")  have 
won  Oscars  already,  and  Laurence 
Fishburne,  who  played  Dee  Turner 
in  "What's  Love  Got  To  Do  With 
It,"  will  no  doubt  turn  in  another 
great  performance  soon,  so  there  is 
no  doubt  that  Tom  Hanks  will  be 
getting  the  standing  ovation  on  the 
night  of  the  awards. 

Other  predictions,  too,  are  giv- 
ens:  Holly  Hunter  will  hit  the  right 
note  with  Oscar  for  her  reportedly 
compelling  performance  as  a  mute 
pianistin'ThePiano".  Tommy  Lee 
Jones,  who  brought  a  fierce  intelli- 
gence to  his  justice-seeking  marshal 
in  "The  Fugitive,"  will  catch  the 
Best  Supporting  Actor  Oscar. 
Winona  Ryder,  a  wonderful  young 
actress,  will  charm  Oscar  into  giv- 
ing her  Best  Supporting  Actress 
accolades  for  her  quiet  mannered 
performance  in  Martin  Scorsese's 
"The  Age  of  Innocence." 


r 


v. 


"Let  such  teach  others  who  themselves  excel, 
And  censure  freely  who  have  written  well. 
Authors  are  partial  to  their  wit,  'tis  true, 
But  are  not  critics  to  their  judgement  too?" 

From  "An  Essay  on  Criticism",  Alexander  Pope 


Michael  Danahy 


'BigCheez'  disco  jam 

by  Danielle  Sullivan 
Strobe  staff 

Walking  into  the  Union  Stop  Pub  on  February  13,onewouldhave 
thought  they'd  stepped  out  of  a  time  machine  and  into  a  club  scene 
from  the  70s. 

It  was  the"BigCheez"  dance  though,  and  was  brought  to  Fitchhurg 
State  College  by  the  Programs  Committee.  The  overall  experience 
was  definitely  reminiscent  of  John  Travolta's  heyday. 

Disco  music  shook  the  Pub  with  its  funky  beats  as  bell  bottoms 
swayed  and  platforms  thumped.  A  TV  played  scenes  from  the  movie 
"Saturday  MghtFever"  and  the  DJ  sat  within  a  huge  chunk  of  Swiss 
Cheese  on  one  end  of  the  dance  floor.  Songs  from  the  Bee  Gees,  The 
Village  Men  and  Sister  Sledge  were  interspersed  with  Reggae  and 
current  90s  dance  music. 

The  dance  floor  remained  continuously  full  despite  the  low 
attendanceofthedance.  It  was  unfortunate  that  more  students  didn't 
show  up,  because  everyone  had  a  terrific  time  dancing  and  looked 
really  groovy  in  their  disco  attire. 


Frankly  Speaking        ty  ^fcc  /?m,^ 


io<A   said  you    wdotzd 
Sortltthin*  £e*y     for 

you    w/-ft>    Pr.  R«tt>! 


fyffiuiL 
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Announcements 

"De  Village  Community  Club  of  St.  Kitts",  eight  to  fourteen  members 
strong,  plans  to  arrive  in  Fitchburg  this  coming  April  9, 1994  as  part  of 
FSC's  Caribbean  Culture  Program  that  has  seen  over  one-hundred  FSC 
students,  teachers,  and  professors  travel  to  St.  Kitts-Nevis,  Puerto  Rico, 
and  the  Virgin  Islands.  We  need  drivers  with  cars  and  vans  to  pick  up  the 
members  up  at  the  airport,  provide  transit  during  an  area  tour  of  sites  of 
interest,  and  provide  transit  to  Washington,  D.C.We  need  groups  or  clubs 
to  host  dinners,  receptions,  and  to  request  speakers  and  performances  on 
an  informal  basis.  We  also  need  money  to  defray  the  costs.  Also  needed 
is  room  and  board  for  four  days  here  in  the  Fitchburg  area  for  the  students. 
If  you  can  help,  please  call  Charlie  Hetzel  at  342-2703. 

The  Long  Range  Planning  committee  is  currently  seeking  opinions  from 
the  college  community  via  the  Strobe  and  the  FSC  Today  relative  to  a  total 
ban  on  smoking  in  all  college  buildings.  If  a  majority  of  the  college 
community  does  not  express  its  disapproval,  the  committee  will  recom- 
mend to  President  Mara  that  smoking  areas  be  eliminated  in  all  buildings 
and  that  a  Stop-Smokingprogram  be  made  accessible  to  all  smokers  in  the 
college  community.  Please  send  petitions  to  Dr.  G.  Tod  Slone,  LRP 
Chairperson,  198B  McKay  Building. 

Programs  Committee  currently  has  an  opening  on  its  executive  board  for 
Comedy  Night  Chairperson.  Applications  are  available  outside  of  the 
Programs  Office,  near  the  Craft  Center.  For  more  information,  please  call 
343-0644. 

Career  Services  Center  presents  Alumni  "Pizza"  Panels.  You  can  find  out 
about  job  search  strategies,  the  current  job  market,  the  variety  of  career 
options  in  the  field,  and  making  the  transition  from  school  to  work.  The 
next  panel  is  "Marketing  Yourself  in  the  field  of  Marketing"  on  Monday, 
March  7, 6-8  pm  in  Miller  OvaL  The  panel  is  hosted  by  Professor  Robert 
Kelleher  and  co-sponsored  by  The  Marketing  Society. 

Interested  in  a  study  abroad  program  ,  year  or  just  a  summer.?  The 
International  EducationOfficecanassistyouinplanningyourprogram 
of  study.  Please  stop  by  the  office  any  time  Monday  thru  Friday  between 
8:30  ajn.  -  5:00  p m.  and  explore  all  your  options.  Let  the  world  be  your 
campus. 

Missing:  One  laser  printer  from  the  Humanities  Dept.  Marked  w/  HUM 
in  white  in  the  case.  Last  seen  in  CM  150.  Please  return  to  CM  254,  no 
questions  asked.  Questions:  contactProf.  Wadsworth  or  Prof.  Dobrian  in 
the  Humanities  Dept. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


GREEKS  &  CLUBS  EARN  $50  -  $250  FOR  YOURSELF  plus  up 
to$500foryourclub!Tliisfund^aisercostsnothingaridlastsoneweek! 
Call  now  and  receive  a  free  gift  1-800-932-0528,  Ext.  65. 

****SPRING  BREAK  94**** 

Cancun,  Bahamas,  Jamaica,  Florida  &  Padre! 

1 10%  Lowest  Price  Guarantee!  Organize  15  friends  and  your  trip  is 

FREE! 

TAKE  A  BREAK  STUDENT  TRAVEL  (800)  328-7283. 

SPRING  BREAK  -  From  $299  Includes:  Air,  7  nights  Hotel, 
Transfers,  Parties  and  More!  Nassau/Paradise  Island,  Cancun,  Ja- 
maica, San  Juan.  Earn  FREE  trip  plus  commissions  as  our  campus 
rep!  1-800-9-BEACH-l. 


Smoking  Poll 


Do  you  think  smoking  areas  should  be 
banned  from  all  campus  buildings  including 
residence  halls? 


Yes 


No 


Please  return  to  Campus  Box  #3821 . 
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Chris  -  California  here  we  come  - 
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Guy  like, 

I  wonder  if  there  are  country  boys 

Russell  Towers  -  Is  there  a  squaw 

I  think  I  have  mono? 

there!? 

on  the  floor.  And  when  did  she  get 

EH 

home. 

People, 

We  really  must  stop  pegging  our 

Skippy- 

If  you  are  interested  in  bringing  a 

pants  and  get  with  it. 

Don't  forget  all  your  shoes  so 

new  group  to  FSC  Bring  Back  the 

you'll  have  them. 

Philos. 

Twins, 

-Hoover 

You  shouldn't  stand  on  the  bar  at 

Rachel  -  Good  luck  with  pledg- 

JR's. You're  heads  are  getting  so 

Mrs.  Foster,  Do  you  know  where 

ing. 

big  you  may  tip  over  and  get  hurt. 

your  son  is? 

Love,  Melissa 

*? 

Son, 

Tracy,  Thanks  for  driving  me 

Brian, 

I'm  soglad  we  meLl  hope  we  can 

home  on  my  B-day!  HI  have  to 

When  the  hell  do  you  shut  that 

have  a  long-lasting  relationship. 

return  the  favor  some  time. 

thing  off??  Where  is  the  remote?? 

Love,  Dave 

Marbles,  marbles.  They're  every- 

-E 

Attention  Ladies  - 

where.  Don't  forget  their  mean- 

To the  Girlz, 

Do  you  want  to  be  involved  in 

ing. 

Too  all  my  darling  little  girlz,  I 

Greek  life?  Come  talk  to  the  New 

would  like  to  say  thanbks  for  all 

Sorority  Interest  Group.  Look  for 

Nicole, 

your  love  and  support.  Mary, 

,  tables  in  G-lobby. 

A  weekend  of  freedom.  Can  you 

Lizette,  Nikki  stay  strong.  Cat  and 

believe  it? 

Tonia  you're  beautiful.  Jen  catch 

Kelly, 

K 

you  in  the  next  session. 

I'm  sorry  your  stuck  in  an  after- 

noon school  special  with  no 

Kristi, 

Paula  ,  stay  cooL  All  of  ya  are 

commericals.  Hope  you  feel  bet- 

We NEED  to  find  more  plebes! ! 

beautiful  in  your  own  special 

ter. 

K. 

way. 

Love,  Eli 

Linda, 

Pee  man 

Tokalon  Pledge - 

Where'syoursmile?Ihaven'tseen 

Trout, 

Stay  Strong!  All  the  sisters  love 

it  in  a  while.  Call  me  if  you  want 

Keep  the  faith  Brother.  We're  all 

you.  Don'tforgeL..A  chance  to  be 

K 

behind  you. 

one,  a  challenge  to  become!  We 

TheWave 

love  you! 

Hey  Locals, 

The  Sisters  of  Tokalon 

United  we  stand,  Divided  we  fall! 

Kristi, 

Let's  stick  together  -  we  can  over- 

Hope your  21  st  was  a  blast! 

Hey  E<LHa-ha-rm  21  now!  Splat 

come!! 
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Wild  Kingdom 


By  Anthony  Rubino,  Jr.  J 
f 
By  Anthony  Rufc 
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MR.  COLLEGE'S 


Classroom  Boredom  Buster 


Fun-filled  activities  for  those  really  boring  classes.  FREE! 


Key  Inventory 

Take  out  your  key  chain  and  see  if  you 
can  mentally  iaentify  which  keys  fit  which 
locks.  Find  that  one  key  that  you  haven't 
usea  in  years,  but  are  afraid  to  throw  out 
in  case  you  need  it.  What  the  hell  does 
that  thing  open  anyway?! 


Examine  Tour 
Fingerprints 

Look  closely  at  your 
fingertips.  See  all  those  swirls 
and  shapes  formed  by  your 
fingerprints?  These  swirls  can 
entertain  you  for  hours  as 
you  search  for  familiar 
shapes  and  objects  within 
them.  HEY LOOK!  ITS  ELVIS! 
Hey  King,  do  you  think  I 
should  stop  staring  at  my 
hands  like  a  mental  patient 
ana  pay  attention?! 


Imagine  A  Yokefellow 
Being  Pestered  By  A 
Swarm  Of  Vespertilian 

Not  only  can  you  amuse  yourself 
by  conjuring  up  this  comical 
image,  but  in  order  to  do  so,  you 
have  to  use  a  dictionary!  ITS  A 
DOUBLE  TIME  KILLER! 


Look  Up  Dirty  Words  In 
The  Dictionary 

While  you've  got  that  dictionary 
out  why  not  look  up  some  of  your 
■favorite  off-color  slang  just  to  see  if 
it's  in  there .  Well  don  t  just  sit  there! 
Qet  out  that  ##//,##//Webster's 
and  look  the  ©#//*##// thine  un! 


Sena  your  ideas,  and  auestions  to  Mr.  College 
at  P.O.  Box  431  GaithersDurg.  MD  •  20884-0431 
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From  pro  basketball  to  baseball 

Michael  Jordan  chases  futile  dream  ^Bi 


by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 

Not  only  will  he  probably  be 
regarded  as  the  best  basketball 
player  ever  but  also  as  one  of  the 
greatest  athletes  in  sports  history. 
Michael  Jordan  is  about  to  em- 
bark on  a  new  career,  so  he  thinks. 

Apparently  Mr.  Jordan  feels 
that  sincehe  was  oncecutfrom  his 
high  school  hoop  team  and  went 
ontobecomeaHallofFamer,that 
maybe  he  can  hit  a  Clemens 
fastball  because  he  was  a  member 
of  his  diamond  squad  in  high 
school. 

Isn't  this  one  of  the  most  ri- 
diculous stories  ever  told  in  the 
history  of  sports?  Mchael  Jordan 
playing  baseball  is  about  as  silly 
as  the  thought  of  Larry  Bird  be- 
comingajockey  because  heloved 
horses  growing  up  in  French 
Lick. 

There  is  no  way,  absolutely  no 
way,  Jordan  will  ever  make  it  to 


the  "big  show."  He  hasn't  played 
in  an  organized  baseball  game  for 
at  least  a  dozen  years  -  charity 
games  don't  count.  How  in  the 
world  is  he  going  to  hitabreaking 
ball?  Pitchers  know  he  will  not  be 
able  to  so  they'll  throw  twocurves 
at  him,  come  with  the  heater  and 
send  him  on  his  way  -  back  to  the 
dugout,  that  is. 

This  whole  charade  of 
Mchael  signing  a  minor  league 
contract  is  nothing  more  than  a 
publicity  stunt  by  Chicago's 
greedy  team  owner.  Coinciden- 
tally,  the  Bulls  are  owned  by  this 
same  swindler. 

By  having  Jordan  in  the  sys- 
tem, the  White  Sox  organization 
isgoingtobecomeamediacircus. 
There  will  probably  be  more  re- 
porters at  minor  league  games 
than  at  Comiski  Park. 

The  sad  fact  is  that  Jordan's 
probably  making  an  honest  at- 
tempt to  fulfill  a  major  league 


dream  -  even  though  itmayjustbe 
his  father's  dream.  To  bad  the 
pathetic  owner  isn't  as  honest  He 
should  do  Mchael  the  favor  and 
cut  him  loose  before  he  embar- 
rasses himself  and  has  to  return  to 
basketball  to  save  face.  Be  honest 
with  the  man  instead  of  jerking 
him  around  like  a  money  making 
pawn. 

Here  is  a  case  where  the  media 
is  being  used  for  profit  instead  of 
the  media  abusing  controversies 
among  famous  athletes,  like  the 
story  about  those  two  Olympic 
skaters;  what  are  their  names 
again? 

Anyway,  I  just  hope  Jordan 
doesn' tprolong  this  futile  attempt 
at  a  boyhood  dream.  Dreams  are 
worth  chasing  but  reality  is  worth 
listening  to. 

At  least  we  can  count  on  one 
thing  from  MchaelJordan'sdual 
careers;  he  will  always  be  re- 
membered for  "nothing  but  air!" 
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Does  Boston  need  a  megaplex  or  dome  stadium? 


Brian  Fagan 

It  sure  does.  It  will  increase  the 
economy.  By  getting  sports 
events  liketheallstargame,the 
Super  Bowl  or  the  Olympics,  it 
will  also  create  jobs  during  the 
construction. 


photos  by  Eric  Metzner 


Chris  Norum 

Yes.  Boston  has  alwaysbeenabig 
"sports  town."  I  think  we  need  to 
catch  up  with  the  other  big  cities. 


Spotlight,  conL  frontpage  12 

Following  a  freshman  year 
which  Steve  saw  limited  but  un- 
derstandable playing  time,  he 
thought  he  would  turn  things 
around  in  his  second  season.  But 
Steve  became  plagued  by  the 
"sophomore  jinx." 

"I  wanted  to  have  a  really  good 
sophomore  year  but  it  never  hap- 
pened for  me." 

As  Steve  was  struggling,  he  and 
FSC  were  waiting  for  him  to  ex- 


plodeandleadhis  team  like  he  did 
back  in  Stamford.  However, 
the  wait  is  now  over.  After  15 
games,  the  big  winger  has  scored 
8  goals  and  11  assists  for  19 
points-  fifth  on  the  team. 

The  future  doesn't  only  look 
bright  for  Steve  but  for  the  entire 
Fitchburg  team. 

"Offensively  we  have  im- 
proveda  great  deal  from  last  year. 
What  we  must  do  to  improve  is 
remain  focused  everyday.  We've 
slipped  up  a  couple  of  times  this 


yearanditcost  us,"saidLyden. 
"There's  no  reason  we  can't  be 
champs  if  we  stay  focused." 

Lyden  also  acknowledged  the 
fact  that  the  team  only  loses  four 
players  this  year  so  Fitchburg 
should  have  continued  success. 

Next  year  will  be  his  final  year 
here  at  Fitchburg.  If  a  champion- 
ship eludes  the  Falcons  this  year, 
let's  look  for  Steve  to  return  on  a 
mission  of  doing  for  Fitchburg 
what  he  did  for  Stamford-  a  state 
championship. 
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Women's  basketball  dunks  Framiiigham 


by  Kristi  Widberg 
Strobe  staff 

Perhaps  it  was  some  magic  potion  or  a 
trick  that  Head  Coach  Lisa  Valardi  pulled 
out  of  her  sleeve,  but  on  February  15, 
Fitchburg  State's  Women's  Basketball 
came  out  flying  and  never  hit  turbulence 
against  an  overpowered  Framingham  State 
squad. 

Ranked  sixth  in  the  MASCAC, 
Fitchburg  buried  the  seventh  place  Rams 
69-34.  TheFalcons  took  the  lead  andcontrol 
from  the  onset  From  the  jump  ball  to  the 
final  buzzer,  Fitchburg  dominated  what 
might  could  have  been  viewed  as  a  battle  to 
stay  out  of  the  cellar. 

The  chemistry  that  the  Falcons  have  been 
lacking  all  season  seemed  to  coalesce  into  a 
well-balanced  attack. 

"It  wasn't  just  one  person.  It  was  the 
whole  team,"  said  senior  co-captain 
Kathleen  May.  "We  picked  hard  and  made 


our  passes.  It  was  our  night" 

As  for  Framingham,  sloppy  passing 
and  equally  poor  shooting  helped  con- 
tribute to  this  massacre.  The  Rams  turned 
the  ball  over  25  times  including  1 3  steals. 
"We  made  baskets,"  said  Coach 
Valardi,  in  response  to  her  team's  suc- 
cess. "We  haven't  made  baskets  all  sea- 
son." Valardi  also  acknowledged  the  fine 
defensive  play. 

A  notable  change  in  Fitchburg's  per- 
formance was  at  the  free  throw  line.  The 
Falcons  were  AA  in  the  firsthalf  and  7-13 
for  the  game. 

Kathleen  May,  Pam  Wilkman, 
Allyson  McGinn,  and  Becky  Robidoux 
all  scored  in  double  digits  for  the  Falcons. 
May  and  Wilkman  were  deadly  from  3- 
point  range  with  two  and  three  buckets 
respectively.  McGinn,  Debbie  Mikaley 
and  Dianne  Horwath  played  exceptional 
defense  to  help  ensure  Fitchburg  the  vic- 
tory. 


photo  by  Eric  Magiera 


>p(Q)irte  SpoffljgMs  Steve  Lyden 


Favotie  Athlete:  Shawn  Dann 

What  I  like  most  about  FSC:  The 
opportunity  to  make  many  friends. 

Career  Ambition:  Owner  of  my 
own  construction  company. 

by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 

After  leading  his  Stamford 
High  School  team  toastatehockey 
championship  in  1991,  Steve 
Lyden  of  Stamford^  Connecticut 


opted  to  flee  north  to  skate  for  the 
Fitchburg  State  Falcons.  Steve  was 
highly  recruited  by  Fitchburg  and 
liked  what  they  had  to  offer  him. 

Lyden  enjoyed  the  fact  that 
Fitchburg  continuously  puts  to- 
gether winning  seasons.  Under 
Head  Coach  Dean  Fuller,  the  Fal- 
cons are  always  in  the  middle  of  a 
heated  battle  for  a  championship. 
Steve  was  also  pleased  to  see  that 
FSC  offered  an  Industrial  Technol- 
ogy program  as  part  of  academic 
study  to  help  him  pursue  a  dream  of 
one  day  owning  aconstruction  com- 


pany. 

When  Lyden  came  to  Fitchburg 
back  in  the  fall  of  1991,  he  didn't 
know  where  he'd  fit  in  on  the 
hockey  team.  The  Falcons  were 
deep  in  talent  and  the  squad  from 
the  previous  year  was  almost  fully 
intact 

"I  was  kind  of  nervous  my 
freshman  year.  We  had  somereally 
good  skaters  on  the  team,  espe- 
cially at  the  forward  position,"  said 
Lyden.  "But  Coach  Fuller  believed 
in  me  and  gave  me  some  ice  time  so 
Icouldbuildconfidenceandfilin." 
cont.  on  page  11 


Menfs  basketball  loses  to  Framingham  State 


by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 

After  going  4- 17  in  their  first  21 
games  of  the  season,  the  FSC 
Men's  Basketball  team  played 
host  to  long  time  enemy 
Framingham  State.  The  contest 
lived  up  to  its  expected  billing  as 
tensions  flared  from  start  to  finish 
as  both  halves  provided  its  share  of 
theatrics. 

The  Rams  came  in  with 
MASCAC  leading  scorer  Victor 
Koytikhwhoaverages25pointper 
game.  Also  in  the  visitors'  comer 
was  junior  JoeGarlandand  Sopho- 
more Martin  Wilson.  Both  players 
average  just  under  20  points  per 
game. 

The  Falcons  weren't  going  to  be 
intimidated  though.  On  their  side 
of  the  bench,  FSC  has  two  of  the 
league's  top  rebounders  in  co-cap- 
iain  Eric  Freund  and  forward  Nick 


Chareas.  Richard  Harding  is  also 
one  of  the  league's  best  scorers. 

Fitchburg  left  the  dressing  room 
inspired.  The  Falcons  and  Rams 
continued  to  trade  buckets.  Just  six 
minutes  into  the  con testFSC's  Nick 
Chareas  collided  heads  with  Rams 
forward  Richard  Pilling.  Chareas 
suffered  a  gash  over  his  left  eye  and 
had  to  be  removed  for  theremainder 
of  the  half.  He  was  later  treated  at  a 
nearby  hospital  for  11  stitches. 

This  incident  sparked  more 
physical  play  on  both  sides  of  the 
court  The  referees  became  whistle 
happy  in  an  attempt  to  control  the 
tempo.  Several  technical  fouls  and 
missed  free  throws  later,  the  half 
ended  with  FSC  down  40-33. 

Even  the  intermission  of  this 
game  provided  some  excitement 
As  the  teams  talked  strategy  in  the 
locker  room,  the  fans  were  upstairs 
jammin'  to  Onyx. 

The  second  half  opened  at  the 


Richard  Harding  drives  with  the  ball. 

same  pace  -  fast  and  aggressive. 
Senior  Pat  Russell  replaced  Antero 
Teixeira,  who  had  a  good  first  half, 
and  gave  FSC  some  added  scoring 
punch.  Russell  drained  his  first 
three  shots  including  one  on  a  nifty 
backdoor  pass  from  Rich  Harding. 


But  Russell's  contribution 
wasn't  enough.  The  Falcons  re- 
mained separated  by  at  least  5-8 
points  all  game.  This  is  due  to 
Koytikh  shooting  12-22  from  the 
floor.  Coach  Bonci  tried  ever  com- 
bination possible  to  get  the  team 
within  range  to  steal  the  game  but 
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the  attempt  was  futile. 

Free  throws  may  have  been  the 
difference  in  this  game.  "The  team 
was  just  awful  from  the  line  to- 
night" saidNick  Chareas.  "But  we 
really  felt  we  had  a  chance  to  beat 
them.  They  weren  't  that  much  bet- 
ter." 


